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Confiderations about the Succeſsion, &c. 


Opinion ta be as follows. - Wait 
That tho it might be objected againſt us neither ſafe nor pru- 


dent to offer any thing that looks like a change in a Govern- 
ment already ſettled, and in being; It cannot juſtly fall under that 


cenſure to offer advice in one that's to come, . and depends entirely 
upon the Good-will of the People rei r 


I objected, that I conceiv'd he miſtook the Caſe - for with us the 
Government could never die, the Monarchy was ſtill in being, tho the 
Throne might, be Vacant. He anſwer'd, that the d iſt inction was fri- 


volous, a Monarch and a Monarchy ſuppoſe one another: when the 
Throne is vacant, the Government is in a ſort of Widowhood, and 
may make Terms before another Husband be accepted. He advis'd 
me therefore to lay aſide all thoſe trifling Objections, and come cloſe 
to the point.. ye NY ESTI ES, 3 
I told him then, that ſince there was a paſſibility of a failure in the 
Line of Succeſſion, and that we muſt come to a New Choice, I ſhould 
be glad to hear his Opinion. WH | 1 
He anſwer'd, that the Concern was great and momentous, and 
indeed fit only for the thoughts of the United Wiſdom, of the Na- 
tion: but ſince I importun'd. him, he would tell me his mind freely; 
and that we might proceed methodically, he would reduce the Con- 
ſiderations we were to go upon, to the Terms and the Perſon. 
_ I told him, the.Proteſtant Line was already fix upon ; and tho the 


Perſon was not nam'd, yet to inſiſt. much upon Terms afterwards, 
would perhaps be look d upon are harſh, conſidering we 
had laid the Ground-work of our Co 


d d-. nſtitution in the Claim of Right, 
and that we were ſcarcely to expect better Conditions. 12 
He replied, that 1 my ſelt had ſuggeſted in my Objection the 
beſt Anſwer that could be given to it: for, ſays he, you own there 
were Conditions made with the Prince and Princeſs of Orange before 


they were declar'd King and Queen. You know what the Prince had 


merited at our hands before thoſe Conditions were propos d; and 
that the Late King having abdicated, or rather being depos'd, the 
Princeſs, according to the Law of Succeſſion, had the next W 

* | / Title. 


Have diſcours'd our Friend about the Succeſſion mand find his 
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Title. From all which it will plainly reſult, that if we made Terms 
with them who had both 1 and an Antecedent Title to the 
Crown, we may very well be all ] | 

for our Religion, Liberty and Property, from thoſe that have no o- 


How'd: to demand a further Security 


ther Claim to our Crown but what muſt be originally owing to our 


own Good-will. This places the Merit in us, whereas the Prince and 


Princeſs of Orange (to ſet all other Titles aſide ) had merited at our 


hands what we conferr'd upon them. 


I anſwer'd, that he had very judiciouſly diſtinguiſhed betwixt the 
Caſe at the Revolution, and the Caſe as it will probably fall out, up- 


on the failure of the preſent Line of Succeſſion ; but had not yet con- 
vinc'd me that we could have better Conditions from any future Suc- 
V than what were granted us by his preſent Majeſty in the Claim 
of Right. „ 5 | 

He told me, that the words Better and Worſe were not proper to 
be us'd in this affair, leſt they might be miſtaken, and charged 


with ſuch Explanations as neither of us intended by them; and there- 


fore he thought the words further Security leſs exceptionable. This 
being agreed, he went on, and urg'd that a further Security was ne- 


ceſſary, if it were but the renewing of the Claim of Right, mutarss 
mut andis; but he was of Opinion, that a great deal more might juſtly 
be inſiſted on; for, ſays he, you know that the Family next in the 
Proteſtant Line, are by Religion, Lutherans, | 


Here F interrupted him, and ſaid, but Sir, you know the Electoreſs 
Dowager of Hanover, who is neareſt in Line, is a Calviniſt. To 
which he replied, I know it; but it's ſcarcely ſuppoſable ſhe ſhould 
out- live the King or Princeſs ; or ſuppoſe ſhe ſhould, the Times don't 


look with ſuch a ſerene Afpect as to make us fond of chiiſing a Wo- 


man, who has not a Prince of Orange or a Prince of Dexmark to fight 


her Battles: but admitting ſhe had, her Sons are Latherans, and you 


know very little of Men or Things, if you are ignorant of the bit- 
terneſs, which thoſe who call themſelves by that Name have general- 
ly expreſſed againit thoſe of our Religion. We have ſmarted ſevere- 
1y under Differences in matters of Religion already, and' may come to 


be thrown into new Convulſions on that account, if ever we ſhould 
have a Prince of a different Religion from that which is eſtabliſhed 


in the Nation. Admit (ſays he) that a politick and ambitions Lu- 


theran Prince ſucceeds to our Throne, and that he has a mind to make 


himſelf as Arbitrary in England, às moſt of the Princes are i Ge- 
ny; you cannot but know that he may readily fall upon a method to 
effect it: He has no more to do but to fall in with our bigotted Ce- 
remonialiſts, as all our Kings of the Scots Race ever did; and my 
ce 
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chin + CEOs) 
ded he give them leave to perſecute others, they will ad wWaee hiv Pre- 
rogative as high as he pleaſes: and tius e return to our ud Egypris 


an Bondage. The Luhenau, you neu, are rather-for-avgmenting 


than Timiniſhing Geremomies in Worſhip; und fino we have more 
already than can be well accdunted for, it's hut neceſſavy, that we 


ſhould come to Terms with the next Foreign Succeſſor, that there 
may be no Innovation made in Religions mattets, And this isn 


thing, ſays he, wherein a further Security is neceſſary; Pay, fays T 
oblige me with your Expedient in this Caſe. HeTeplied, perhaps-It 
you look further, you will find that our Royal Blood, has diffuſed i 
ſelf into the Family of Brandenburgh, who are of our own Religion; 
and tho they be more remote from the Line, yet fince we have made 
ſeveral ſteps out of it already, we cannot be blamed to take à ſtep 
or two further, for our Security in ſo great a Point as that of RelWgt« 
on. But, continues he, if this be found impracticable, why may we 
not demand of the Family of Hanover, that which ſoever of them we 
think fit to confer our Crown upon, ſhould be ſent over hither to be 
educated in our own Religion; and acquainted with ourConftitution? 
This they have no reaſon to think a hardſhip, if it be true What 1 
have heard, that they formerly bred one of their Sons a Papiſt, that 
he might ſucceed to the Biſhoprick of Oſnabrug, which by the Treaty 
of Mr is to be alternatively in the Hands of a Lutheran and a 
[ replied, that the Elector himſelf was next in Sueceſſion, and tis 
probable would not let the Honour of being King of England fall up- 
on any other during his Life-time. He anſwer'd, Why might not 
we be allow'd to pitch upon any of his Sons for our Crown as well 


as the Spaniards are allow'd to pitch upon the Duke of Ai exclu- 


ſive of his Father and elder Brother? And that feeing it was in our 
choice to pitch upon whom we would, it's not to be ſuppoſed the E. 
lector of Hanover would controvert that point with us. © My Friend 
went on with a long Diſcourſe, and ſaid, that it ought to be well 
weighed whether it be the: Intereſt of England to have an Elector 
of the Empire for their Prince, and whether ſuch of that Family as 
happens to be our King, hould not be obliged for himſelf and the Finſt 
of his Male Iſſue in all Generations to renounce his Dominious in 
Germemy: For, ſays he, tho it might probably be for the Honour of 
England, and perhaps for her Intereſt, to have her King an Elector of 
the Empire becauſe it would ſtrengthen us by a conſiderable. Foreign 
Allience, and probably aſſure us of the Friendſhip of the Empire, yer 
we cannot be ſure but an Elector being once King of England, might 
have his Ambition enlarged with his Dominions; and ſince every E- 
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Temptation to enlarge their Dominions beyond Sea, in order to I 
make the Commmunication betwixt their Old and New Domiaions t 
more ſpeedy and eaſy: This the Fawily of Hanover may attempt by t 
alling down upon the Elbe and the Weſer, and ſwallowing up Ham- 0 
urgkh, Bremen, Embden, &c. and the Houſe of Brandenburg might do t 


2 but the ſaid Committee as well as. the Privy, and Cel 


709 * 


a limited Government, where he learned to obey as well ay <1, 
mand: a Prince of ſuch Virtue that he refuſed of 2 Stadtholderſto be 
made King for his Country, that wonld not ovetturn their Antient 
Conſtitution; but offer'd to ſacriſice his Life in defence of it⸗ A. Prince 
that could unite a mighty Pro teſtant Nation with us in the common 
Defence of Religion and Liberty. To what Foreiga Prince can we. 
have recourſe now, that is able or willing to do ſuch things for us? 

pray 'd my Friend to recover himſelf from his Tranſport, and to 
come cloſe to the matter in hand, which was to conſider what fur- 
ther Secnrity muſt be inſiſted upon from the next Foreign Succeſſor. 

- He anſwer«d, that to tell me his mind in a few words, he thought 


thoſe Heads that were at firſt put into the Claim of Right, but by neg- 


le (or rather treachery:):left.ont of it by ſome that - were intruſted, 
ought to be inſiſted on. 

1 ask'd him what thoſe Heads were. ke replled, that he G not 
recollect all of them, but he doubted not there were Copies, of them 
to be had; or if not, there were not wanting Men of that Obſerya- 
tion in England who know, what i is. neceſſary. for the further Security: 
of our Conſtitution; but that if I would have him te tell Me Mon 
ang of the T erms, tney were theſe. 

That inſtead of a Triennial Parliament, we mould have one eve- 


nl Yo or at leaſt that the Parliament meet once every Lear. 


23. That they be ſecur'd againſt Adjournments and Prorogations; 
whilſt u on bulineſs of Publick Concernment. 


3. at none having a dependance upon the Court, be capable of 


being EleQted to ſit in Parliament. 


4. That no Nobleman be created but by conſent of Parliament. * 
That the Advice of the Parliament be taken in appoiming the 

Lord Chancellor, Treaſurer, Admiral, or Commullipners., ſor execu : 
ting thoſe Offices. ) 
6. That a Committee of parliament be appointed to ſit 'conftantly 
during the Intervals of Parliament, to give Advice in all arduous Af- 
fairs, ſuperintend the Adminiſtration, and to make Report to the 
Parliament at their next Meeting. 
7. That the Parliament be con ſulted in the naming of all Great 
Officers in the Church and Army, Militia and Navy. 

8. That no Leagues and Treaties, either for Peace or War be 
made with Foreign Princes or States without conſent of Parliament, 
or at leaſt without conſent of ſuch a Committee as they ſhall ; appoint, 
which may ſometimes be neceſſary upon the account, of Secreſy or * 
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endthet Prince of Orange, a Prince of our own: Religion, bred N45 
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Gomntil-to'be always accountable to the Parliament for the Advice 


LESTER ee eee 921ml. 8 
9. That the King have no Power to refuſe the Paſſing of ſuch Acts 
as mall be offered him by both Houſes,” without giving his Reaſons. 
for ſuch refuſal, and naming thoſe that give him fach Advice, if it 
happen that he act fo by the Advice of others: and if his Reaſons 
are not ſuch as evidently prove, to the ſatisfaction of the Parliament, 
that it would be to the difadvantage of the Nation to have ſuch Laws 
pals d, that he ſhall paſs them notwithſtanding. FX it, 
10. That the Succeſſion be ſo regulated as upon the Death of e- 
very King; the Succeſſor have his Authority confirmed by Parliament, 


. * 9 1 


-"'t x.” That the Parliament, or their Committee, be confulted, and 
their Conſent requir'd, when Orders are iſſued for paying the Army 
or Navy, and the like for the Raiſing and Disbanding of Troops, 
and the equipping, ſending out, and laying up Men of War. 

12. That nothing of any Fundamental Alteration in Church or 


State, that is to ſay, as to the enlarging or diminiſhing of the Pre- 


rogative, or making Innovations in the Doctrine of the Church, be 
Tranſacted in Parliament without Commiſſions from the Electors; 
the Matter being freely argued before-hand in a regular not tumul- 
tuary meeting of thoſe Electors; and that then it be determin'd in 
Parliament by the Majority of ſuch Commiſſions after free and full de- 
bate, and a final Gonſultation of the Electors, if neceſſary. "uh 
13. That the Parliament, or their Committee accountable to them, 
have a joint Power with the King to dire@ in all matters relating to 
Magazines, Forts, and Military Preparations by Sea and Land. 

14. That the Parliament have their ſtated time of meeting annu- 
ally, enacted by Law, without dependance upon Proclamations to 
call them together, except on Extraordinary Occaſions ;' and that 
the Crown be declar'd forfeitable if any future Prince break in upon 


ſuch fundamental Conſtitutions as ſhall be agreed on; and that in 


ſuch a Caſe the ſtanding Committee-have Power to call the Parliament 
ogether. | .. $50 9224 T6 246 
921 5 That none but Natives of the three Kingdoms, or of the Do- 


minions thereunto belonging, be capable of Offices of Power and 


Truſt in the Government, without conſent of Parliament. 
Well ſays I, Lou muſt needs be convinc'd that I have had a world 
of Patience to hear your extravagant Notions of Government. Don't 
ou think in your own Conſcience that ſuch Conditions as theſe 
vould diſſolve the Monarchy, and reduce it to a Common-wealth, 


and | 


without which, or the Conſent of their Committee, he ſhall not take 
the Adminiſtration upon him. | 2/3 


ee 6s os ie ee I 


＋ Deut, 17, from the 15th Verſe to the 2 of the Chapter. 


- Tn — 
and that your Nominal King would be no more than a Stadtholder 
of Holand, or a Duke. of Venice? Do you think that any Prince 


who has a Title to our Succeſſion by Blood; will ever ſubmit to ſuch 


Conditions ? or if he pretend to do ſo, that he'll keep them? Will 
not he always expect to have the ſame Prerogatives that his Ance- 
ſtors enjoy'd, and endeavour to recover them? i 4, 

He replied, Sir, I have digeſted my Notions of Government too 
well, to be brought out of conceit with them by ſuch a trifling Ob- 
jection. Do you in your Conſcience think that ſuch Prerogatives as 
have been claim'd or uſurp'd by any former Prince or Princes, are to 
be the Rule of Government for all that ſucceed him ? Had King Wil- 
lam been of your mind, he had never granted us our Claim of Right; 


nor had thoſe Princes who from time to time renew'd and confirm'd 


our Magna Charta, ever been ſo juſt to themſelves and us, but would 
{till have pleaded for the full Extent of Prerogative that any prece- 
ding Tyrants had uſurp'd. I pity you and others of our young Men, 
who form to your ſelves Notions of Government from the Practices 
and Principles of the late Reign: You had as good form a Notion 
of Solomon's Temple from the Ruins of it that the Prieſts will now 
pretend to ſhew you at Feruſalem. I might at once anſwer your Ob- 
jection in a few words, and tell you, that cujus eſt Inſtituere ejus eſt 
Abrogare, that thoſe who ſettled our Government upon the preſent 
footing, may alter it into what form, and ſubject it to what regulati- 
ons they pleaſe, provided they be not inconfiſtent with the Ends of 
Government. But becauſe you ſhall have no cauſe to upbraid me that I 


am for an Arbitrary Power in Parliaments,tho1 be againſt it in Kings, 


| tell you once for all, that the Divine Legiſlator having fix*d the End 
of Government to be for the Welfare of the Govern'd Society, the Pro- 
tect ion of the Good, and the Puniſhnient of the Bad; and that they are con- 
tinually to attend upon this very thing *. it is not in the power of any 
Government, be it in one Perſon or in many, to appoint any other 


end of Government. We are not to pay them Tribute that they 


may luxuriate in Wealth and Pleaſures, but that they ſhould attend 
the Executive Power or Adminiſtration : If they imploy themſelves 
otherwiſe, God will not own them for his Miniſters, they muſt look 


out for another Maſter. The ſacred Records teach us that by the firſt 


Conſtitution of Kingly Government,Rulers were to make the Law of 
God, and not their own Will and Pleaſure the Rule of their Admini- 
ſtration: The People -f were not to make a Stranger their King, but one 
of their own Brethren, (It had been well for England had our Aiiceſtors 
* Rom. 14. from the 1ſt to the 7th Verſe. 1 


obſerv'd 


Co) 


obſery'd this inſtead of ſending for the King of Scots). He was neither 


to multiply Horſes, Wives, nor Riches; nor was he to have his heart lifted 
upp above his Brethren, || Theſe were the Conditions which the King of 
Kings impos'd upon the firft King of Divine appointment, here was 


no power giv'n him to levy Troops or Money at diſcretion, or to ad- 


vance his Prerogative ; he has not to carry it in a lordly and deſpo- 
tical manner over his Subjects, but to remember they were his Bre- 
thren. And we find that God himſelf approved the Revolt of the 
ten Tribes from Rehoboam, when he broke in upon their Conſtitution, 
72 the Counſel of the Elders, and would govern by the Advice 
of young Courtiers and Favorites that were bred up with him, and of 
Tories that were for having him exalt the Prerogative to the detri- 


ment of the Peoples Liberty c. 1 leave it then to hour conſidera- 


tion whether the divine Law-giver hath not both in theOld and New 
Teſtament put Kings under ſtricter limitations than thoſe I have pro- 
pos'd ; and yet thoſe Reſtrictions did not diſſolve that form of Go- 


vernment, as you have thought fit to object. If you read the Hiſto- 


ry of the Kings of 1/7ael as recorded in the ſacred Text, you will 


likewiſe find that while the Government continued regular and ſteady, the 


Succeſſors to their Kings did not meddle with the Adminiſtration till 
they were confirnyd in their Authority by the Tribes; upon the re- 
newing of the Old Claim of Right, or making a new one. This is 
plain from the inſtance of David, tho they knew that he was by God's 
expreſs order anointed before- hand. His appointing of Solomon to be 
King in oppoſition to Adonij ah who had uſurp'd the Trone does not 


enervate the force of this Argument; for we read at the ſame time 


that the People expreſs'd their conſent by Publick Rejoycings ; and 
beſides, he was appointed by God to ſucceed David, and to build the 
Temple f. My. Friend continued thus: But if you object that the 


Jewiſh Conſtitution: is no rule for us, I have anſwered you already, 


that the Apoſtle St. Paul hath confin'd the Power of Governments, of 
what ſpecies ſoever, within as narrow Limits; and beſides, I can ſhew 
you from undeniable evidence, that our own Conſtitution till the 
Reign of the two Charles's allowed us moſt of theſe things that l have 


now propos'd as conditions to be requir'd of the next foreign Suc- 
ceſſor. If you look into the Lord Chancellor Forreſcue's Book de 


Laudibus Legum Angliæ, which was wrote on purpoſe to inform the 
Prince of Wales of the nature of our Engliſh Conſtitution, he tells him 
that the Laws of this Realm reſtrained the King ſo. as he could not ty- 
. Tanize(s); that every King is oblig'd by his Goronation Oath, when 


* 1 Kings, Cap. 12, throughout. e 
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pears likewiſe from King, 1 ard il. date 
Reign, wherein: tis makes mention of his 


ton tells us, 


Mirror of Juſtice, pag, 10, &c. 


our Laws halt or are defective in any Poirit, to ſet them 
Parliament, as often as equity ſo requireth*, Dr 
In King Aﬀred's time there was a Law that the Parliament ſhould” 
meet at London, twice a year or oftner if need were, I which conti- 
nued till the time of Edward 1. Ig the 5 of Edward 24 it Mas enact- 
ed, that a Parliament ſhould. be held once or twice per Ann. The ſame 
was renew'd by the 36 of Edward zd. It was demanded and allow- 
ed in Richard 24's time; and thus it continued till the 16 of Car. J. 
as appears by Scobels Collection 16 Car; I. Cap. i. That thoſe Par- 
liaments were DS Bayh fre is evident, ſince there be Writs 
extant for new Elections for Fo 


being diſſolv'd becauſe of his Sickneſs, he would call anothef againit 


Aichaclſa to conſider of the Pope's demands. By this it's alſo plain, 


that the Method of Prorogations wasinot then known; and it ma 
juſtlybe queſt ioned, whether it was not originally an Intrenchment u 
on the Property of the Subject and freedom of Parliaments: The Li- 
berty of the People of England was in thoſe times ſo great, that Xnypb- 
pag. 2682. there Was an-antient Statute, that in caſethe 
King wilfully abſent himſelf, and will not come to Parliament, as ha- 
ving no care of vexing his People, nor regard to their great Expences, 
after 40 Days they were free to go home. Then as to the Influence 
of the Court on Elections, it was one of the Articles againſt King 
Richard 2d, and which he confeſſed thus, that altho by the Statutes 
and Cuſtom of this Realm the People ought to be free to chuſe and 
* depute Knights for the Counties to be preſent in Parliament; to lay 


* open their Grievances, and to proſecute for Remedies thereupon - 


Das they think fit, notwithſtanding the ſaid King, that in his Par lia- 
ments he might obtain his Will, which was raſh, often directed his 
Mandats to his Sheriffs, that they ſhould return certain Perſons 


* nominated by himſelf, which Knights he could; oblige to vote as he 


© thought fit, as he very often did, ſometimes by Threats and Ter- 
* ror, and ſometimes by gifts, to conſent to thoſe things which were 
* Prejudiclal to the Realm. By which *tis evident, that our Brave 
Anceſtors in thoſe times had a very clear Notion of their Birthright, 
and that they were not to have Courtiers, or ſuch as the King could 


influence, impoſed upon them as their Repreſentatiyes in Parliament; 
and that ſince our Government conſiſts of Three States, King, Lords, 
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and Commons, if we had not a certain and frequent meetin of par- 
liaments, we muſt be at a loſs and uncertainty about two. thirds of | 
our Government, which is inconſiſtent with the Nature of it, an 


mult needs occaſion a lame Adminiſtration. 


It appears alſo from Sir Henry Spelman's Gloſlary, and King E award 


the Gonfeſſor's Laws, which all ſucceeding Kings have been ſworn to, 
that we had a yearly Folkmote, which met upon the Calends of May, 


where they conſulted of Peace and War, of the common Saſety, and 


how to promote the publick Welfare: by Which you may perceive 
that this Law for their meeting annually on the Galends of ay, did 


execute it ſelf without the Neceſſity of Proclamations to call them, and 


that matters of Peace and War were proper Subjects for their Advice. 
Then as to the Negative Voice, it appears by the Coronation Oath 


formerly taken by the Kings of Ex land, and twice particularly by 


Richard 2d, that in thoſe times they claimed no ſuch Prerogative; for : 
by the Oath they ſwore to obſerve and confirm or corroborgte thoſe = 


Laws which the People or Folk choſe. But, ſays he, I know that you 
Young men don't care for looking over antient Records, and our old 
Law- Books and Hiſtorys, but ſuffer your ſelves to be impoſed upon by 


Clergymen and Univerſities : therefore I would adviſe you, ſince y ou 
love an eaſy way of being informed as to our Conſtitution, to read all 


that Mr. Samuel Johnſon hath wrote, particularly his Eſſay concerning 
Parliaments at à certainty, where you will find thoſe things briefly, re- 
lated, and his Authoritys fairly quoted; and you ought alſo to read 
Mr. TyrrePs Bibliotheca Politica, and Col. Sidney's admirable Diſcourſes 


concerning Government. | | 
I thanked him for his Advice, and own'd he had ſaid very much 


to juſtify his Scheme of Government in relation to former times, 
but that we were upon a new footing ſince the Reſtoration of King 
Charles IT. and that we muſt take the Idea of our preſent Conſtitu- 
tion from that Period; and therefore I doubted whether we could 
at this time juſtify. thoſe Claims he had mentioned, and particularly 


to make the Crown forfeitable. 


He anſwer'd, that | was mightily out; that the Liberty of the | 


People were the Gift of God and Nature, could not be forfeited 


by Preſcription, nor juſtly given away; ſo that at any time they 


might be redemanded when uſurped upon, or meanly ſurrendred. 
This he conceiv'd to be plain from the Nature of Government, as 
defin'd both in the Old and New Teſtament, which he had already 


inſiſted upon: and it cannot be denied ( continued he) that Nature 
prompted Men to enter into Societies and Communities for mutual 
Defence and Protection againſt the Injuries of one another, which 
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was the Origin of Government; and therefore whenever any Go- 


vernors tranſgreſs thoſe Limits appointed by God and Nature, they 

become tyrannical, and the People have a juſt Right to bring them 
back to their antient Boundarys ; and if they will not contain them- 
ſelves there, they forfeit all Title to Government : For the Laws of 
God and Nature never endowed any Governmens, of what Species 
ſoever, with an abſolute and unlimited Power, it mult all be directed 
to the Good of the Society; and whatſoever is not ſo, is abſolutely 
inconſiſtent with Government. Beſides, ſays he, the Advancement of 
the Prerogative to that height in the Reign of King Charles II. was by 
Treachery in our Repreſentatives, who not only acted therein con- 
trary to the Nature of Government, as has been already ſaid, but 
without the conſent of thoſe whom they repreſented, which our An- 
ceſtors had always a very great regard to. And it appears by Sir 
Henry Spelman's Gloſſary, that we had formerly Provincial Folkmotes, 
Parliaments, Aſſemblies, or call them what you will, that in Caſes 


County : and certainly there can never be a more preſling Neceſſity 
for thoſe Aſſemblys, than when the Liberty of the People is in dan- 
ger by Domeſtick Uſurpation. So that tho all Commiſſioners to Par- 
' Lament have a full and unlimited Power to better the Conſtitution, 
and make Superſtructures, yet it does not appear that they either 
can or ought to agree to any thing, which intrenches upon the 
Peoples Fundamental Liberty, ſuch as is that of exalting the Prero- 
gative to the damage of theSubject, without the Conſent of thoſe Folk- 
motes, and the Corporations that ſend them: and even tho their E- 
lecrors ſnould agree to any ſuch thing, it is actually void of it ſelf, 
becauſe (as has been ſaid already) it is contrary to the Law of God 
and Nature, and therefore may be rovoked at any time. He added, 
you know likewiſe that our Hiſtory does not want Inſtances of our 


Stories of Edward II. Richard II. and the Wars of the Barons from 
time to time, are ſufficient. Proofs of it. The Inſtance of the Thron's 
being declared vacant upon the late King James Male- Adminiſtrati- 


on, and withdrawing himſelf, is a freſh Inſtance of the People of Eng- 


land's aſſerting their Original Right. And ſince our Neighbours of 
Scotland have in their Inſtrument of Government declar'd the ſame 
Prince to have forfeited his Throne, whom we declat'd to have abdt- 
cated it, there's no Reaſon but we ſhould be upon an equal footing 
with them as to Liberty, which by comparing their Claim of Right 
with ours, it would ſeem we are not; and therefore what is in their 
Claim, that is not in ours, ought to be part of our Stipulation with 
the next Foreign Succeſſor, F 5 


of Danger and Neceſſity met under the Alderman, or Earl of every 


Kings being dethroned and oppoſed for Male-Adminiſtration. The 


The 
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The Firſt is, that no Papiſt can be King or Queen of the Realm, 
nor bear any Office therein. It's true, we have an Act of Parliament 
ſince, excluding Papiſts from the Throne; but the Claim of Right be- 


ing a formal Stipulation between the King and the People, becomes the 


ſis of the Government, and cannot be altered ſo eaſil) as an Act of 
arliament. There's a Solemnity in ſuch Tranſactions that makes 
them Sacred; and we ſhall ſcarcely find a Parliament that will adven- 
ture to overturn ſuch a fundamental Conſtitution with which they 


know, the People to be univerſally ſatisfied; whereas Laws and Accs 
of Parliament are variable of Courſe; one Parliament repealing ma- 
ny times what another hath enacted. ee ee 


A Second thing is, that no Proteſtant Succeſſor can exerciſe the 


Regal Power, till they take the Coronation Oath, which plainly 
makes their Stipulation with the people the ſole Foundation of their 


Authority, and their Breach of it a juſt Cauſe of Forfeiture. 


A Third thing they inſiſted upon, as one of the late King's Male- 


Adminiſtrations, was his changing the Nature of the Judges Patents 
ad Vitam or Culpam, into a Commiſſion de bene placito, to diſpoſe them 
to a Compliance with Arbitrary Courſes. 5 


A Fourth, and indeed the moſt conſiderable Difference of all the 
reſt was, that they declared the late King to have for feited his Right 


to the Grown by theſe and other Articles of his Male - Adminiſtrati- 
on. There are ſeveral other things wherein their Claim of Right 
ſeems to be better than ours; but theſe are material and weighty 
Things, wherein they have a viſible advantage of us, which we have 
a Right to inſiſt upon as well as they: and therefore thoſe things 
ought to be part of our Stipulation with the next Foreign Succeſſor. 
And now that I am upon Scorch Affairs, give me leave to add, ſays 
he, that in my Opinion the Conſent of that Kingdom were fit to be 
had, before we come to an abſolute Determination about a Succeſſor. 
Here I interrupted him, and ſaid, we are not to have any regard 
to that deſpileable Country, nor to alter or delay our Meaſures for 
3 Nation whom Oliver ſubdued with 8000 Men; we can force them 


to a Compliance when we pleaſe, 3 


Upon this my Friend took me up very warmly, told me! was ig- 
norant of things, Oliver and his Party had before that time ſubdued 


the King and Parliament of England; his was not a National but a 


Party quarrel, and therefore nothing to the purpoſe. He had Friends 
in Scotland as well as in England, which divided the Nation among 
themſelyes; otherwiſe a People to whom King Charles I. dared not to 


give Battel with 30000 Men, would have deſpiſed Oliver and his 8000, 
and indeed it was their Contempt of him that chiefly contributed to 


A «7 > 
* I J b 
s Sf 4 s 46+ © % 


— r n nn gr * 


they do againſt a Nation that Has 15 r 
Pond for their olle and can W 1þ e ah J 115 e 
les were 


the Dutch to oppoſe to that of 9 0 when, they 4 ſt reyolted! ? do 
vou think that Heav'n has no regs 


= eſſive Tnjuſtice ? Have not BS 


0 5 
his viaory, I you look, fay he, into our ed with find hat 
whenever we attempted a Con vet. of that Nation, it was, when they 
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had not we attempted a Change in the Gaverament)b y rege = 


Charles, they would never have troubled themſelves, about it. 
1replied; You ſhall never convince me that we ought-to delay the 
Setttlement of our on Succe on up n bet e au e 10 


which they have nothing to oppoſe? ou talk as 1 Vigo: 


1y were always entailed upon the greateſt Numb ers & ter la tions, 
as it you had the Winds and Seas at Commend? and that. vit v We TC not 
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we reckon that lawful in our ſelves which we accounted unlawful in 
them? Let's follow the Golden Rule of doing to others what we 


would haye them do to us. Whatever you youngſters may do, Men 
of expekißüce and maturity will conſider things as they are; and 1 
11 YOU myopimon freely, that you may contemn the Scots as you 
pleaſe, but I tfink it will not be prudent for England to come to af fi- 


nal Concluſion either as to the Terms or the Perſon without the Con- 


currence of Scotland. You may ſee by the proceedings of their Par- 
Hament about the Affairs of Darjey, that their reſentments are come 
to a great height: When they make ſuch vigorous Reſolves againſt 
the proceedings of our Parliament, and ſome of our Miniſters of State, 
it's a token the ferment'is great: and tho their reſpect to his preſent 


Majeſty keeps them within bounds at preſent, we cannot be ſure that 


it will be always ſo. If we chuſe a Succeſſor without them, it's not 


e hat they will chuſe themſelyes another without any regard 
* 


us; and what the Conſequences of that may be, let any man judg. 
Suppoſe t at we hall withont them chuſe the Elector of Hanover, and 
that they choſe either a Native of their own or any other Foreigner; 
it will infallibly iſſue in a War: It's true, that in all probability we 
ſhall he too ſtrong for them; hut then we may be ſure that they know 


this, and will ſtrengthen themſelves by foreign Alliances. Our Uni- 


on with the Dutch is only cemented by the Life of our preſent Sove- 


reign. If we chuſe the Eleftor of Hanover, or ony of his Iſſue, with- 


out obliging them to renounce their German Dominions, it will occa- 
ſion a jealouſy in the Dutch and the Northern Princes, as has been ſaid 
Already: in that caſe they will be ſure to join with Scotland to keep 
the Ballance.equal. * They can more eaſily ſupply them with Men 
and Ships than their old Allies of France could ever do, which makes 
our danger ſo much the greater. Or let's ſuppoſe the Scots to be ſo 
politick as to chuſe no Prince at all for ſome time, but that they 
form themſelves. into 4 Parliamentary Government, and make 


Tome of their own Great Men Lords Juſtices according to the late 


mode in England and Ireland during the King's abſence, and at the 
ſame time keep treating with the preterided Prince of Wales upon 
ſuch Terms as may ſecure their Religion and Property: in ſuch a caſe 
they may likewiſe have the Aſſiſtance of France, and the Dutch, and 
the Northern Princes for Guarantees of any Treaty that ſhall be con- 
cluded. Then if all theſe, or any of theſe ſhould happen to be the 
Caſe, ſhall not we have cauſe to curſe our own. Folly in not having 
prevented thoſe things when 'twas in our power to have done it? 
Add to this, ſaid he, the Condition of Ireland, their preſent diſſatiſ- 
faction upon ſeveral accounts, and the formidable Colony of FOR, in 
Lic nts Os | * e ee 1 
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liament of Scotland might be call'd, or rather a new one choſen, | 
his Majeſty may have the more immediate ſenſe of that Nation as Well 
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in the North of that Kingdom, who in fach a caſe as this will be ſur 


0 ſur . 
| to favour their own. Countrey. Is it not mort 5 ; dent WTO 
| ſhut all theſe back-doors, than to leave any of penn open)! 


I xeplied, that thoſe were things I did not think of, and they ſeetr'A 
ſo remote, conſidering we have ſtill two Lives in the Entail, that I 
doubted whether they deferv'd any regard. - OO I e nD 


_ 
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He anſwer'd, You always talk às if you were ſüre f ery hh 


as if Life and Death, Seas and Winds, Victory and Stcte 8, Wete in 
your own power; but wife men will conſider the uncertainty of all 
human Affairs, and by a cautious foreſight provide againſt may-be's as 
well as againſt things which are unavoidable. Beſides; fays he, the 
haſtening of the Gauſe may haſten the Effect. If we make ſo much 


haſte as to ſettle the Sucteſſion without the Scots, it may*hiſten their 


Proviſions againſt the dangers which they will probably apprehend 
from it, and perhaps occaſion a rupture before the Entail be out; and 
e ag in my Opinion, we ſhall be very unwiſe to put it to the 
247ard. \ + HH Lt ene hn Bhd 15 uh e 5 9 
Well, ſays I, what do you propoſe then to avoid theſe melancholy 
Conſequences, which your fancy ſuggeſts to you? He anſwered, that 
he did not pretend to dictate to any man, eſpecially to ſuch youn 
men as I, who always abound in our own ſenſe; but he thought the 
method eaſie, and at hand, which was to deſire that the prefent __ 
n, tha 


as of outs, togo along with us ſtep by ſtep, both as to the Terms and 
the Perſon; and then we needed not doubt of a happy Iſſue. To 
that End *twere neceſſary a ſtricter and an indiſſolvable Union ſhvtild, 
if poſſible, be form'd betwixt the two Nations; chat in treating of 
this, the intereſt of different Parties, and of Merchants, mould be Ja 
aſide, if it could not be made to appear that they over-ballanced 

ad vantage of ſuch an Union, and were likewiſe inconſiſtent wi 
for *twas ſuch narrowneſs of Soul and Principles as that, to ether 
with the arbitrary deſign of former Courts, that always obſtfucted 
the Union. For my part (continues he) I can fee no mor rezſdh 
why the differenee in the Conſtitution of their Church, and Admi- 
niſtration of Juſtice, ſnould prevent the Union of the Nations, than 


the difference, in thoſe reſpects, betwixt the 7 Saxon Kingdoms, ob- 


ſtructed the Union of the whole under the 1 7 and Government of 
England, or that the different way of Adminiſtring Juſtice in Wales 
for many years after their ſubmitting to England, hinder d our uniting 
with 'em. There are many Corporations and Manors in England 
that have their peculiar Cuſtoms different from thoſe of the Nation 
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in general, yet no ways prejudicial to the common Union. It's the 
like as to the Seven United Provinces; they are ſo many diſtin 
- Sovereigntys ; yet this does not hinder their Union, nor make any 
difference as to Priviledge among their reſpective Subjects. So that 
England and Scotland might eaſily be united in general for Offence, 
Defence, and communication of Privileges, without intrenching on 
one anothers Sovereignty, as to what relates to their particular Con- 
ſtitutions; theſe alſo in time would come to cement, as have thoſe 
of England and Wales. This would make Great Britain eaſy at home, 
and formidable abroad. The Parliaments of both Kingdoms, like 
the Provincial States of Holland, might continue as they are for the 
| ſecurity of their reſpective Liberties; and a proportionable number 
of both might, under the direction of the King, regulate all matters 
concerning the Union, as the States-General do's, but always with a 
ſalvo Jure to the Parliaments. of both Nations, whoſe advice they 
ſhould take, and to whom they ſhould be accountable. In order to 
this, it were requiſite that the Names of Erg/;ſh, Scots and Iriſh ſhould 
be diſus'd, and that the diſtin&tion ſhould be South, North, and Weſt - 
Britain ; that as we are all of one Original, and under one Govern- 
ment, we ſhould carry one denomination. It were alſo neceſlary 
that thoſe fooliſh diſtictions kept up by Badges and Days, ſhould be 
aboliſhed, ſo that by degrees our differences might be for gotten. n 

As to Ireland in particular ( ſays he) it's unreaſonable that our own p 
Offspring who conquer'd that Country, or our Children or Brethren p 
who from time to time tranſplant themſelves thither, ſhould be look'd u 
upon to be in the ſame condition with the native Jriſh whom they n 

conquer'd, and loſe the Birthright of Engliſumen: Therefore a Tem- 
perament ought to be found out, to remove thoſe Cauſes of diſguſt 

which that Nation complains of, and to prevent the like for the fu- 
ture. The better conditions we allow our Neighbours, the more we th 
aſſure our ſelves of their Friendſhip; and as the caſe now ſtands, we | C; 
have more need of fecuring our old Friends, than to make them our Q 
new Enemies. It's an unnatural and impolitick defect our Admi- oy 
niſtration hath hitherto laboured under, that inſtead of joining theſe A! 
three Nations in one common Intereſt, their Differences ſeem daily me 
to increaſe: May Heaven ward off the Omen, and that whilſt we are rol, 
contending among our ſelves, we don't become a Prey to. the common | 
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I anſwered my Friend, That his Invention was fruitful, we would ane 
leave our Neighbours and come home again; what Prince did he gui 
think would take bur Grown with ſuch Limitations ? or what Man || ſon 
upon Earth, that had a competent Eſtate, would not rather _— to | of 
| Ve 


1 „ 22 „ 
live at eaſe, than to be a King with ſuch a Burden on his Shoulders? i 
I perceive, ſays he, that you ſtill retain your falſe Notion of Govern- N 
ment: You think *tis nothing elſe but to live in Riches and Pleaſure, |! 
and have all things at command; but you are quite miſtaken, for Go- ic 
vernment is in reality a preſſing and weighty Burden, which is the 1 
thing in the World that it ſeems you are moſt afraid of, and think 1 
to be moſt inconſiſtent with Sovereignty. But wiſe men never } 
thought ſo, the beſt of Princes have owr'd it, and found they were . 
not able alone to ſupport it. Thus Moſes, a Prince of extraordi- 1 
nary natural Endowments, beſides what he had of ſupernatural Aſ- 1 
ſiſtance, found it too heavy for his Shoulders, and therefore choſe 
able men from among the People, men of Truth, ſuch as feared God, 
and hated Covetouſneſs, to aſſiſt him in it. But you fancy an abſo- 
lute and almoſt uncontrolable Power is beſt for the Prince, and that 
he is injut'd if he be abridg'd in what the fooliſh World have thought 
fit to ca!) Prerogative : whereas you have heard, that by Divine ap- 
pointment, the Prerogative 1s nothing elſe but a power to do good, 
and prevent evil; to encourage good men, and puniſh wicked men; 
to attend conſtantly on the Adminiſtration, and to have a Revenue 
from the Publick, to ſupport them in ſo doing. This is all the Pre- 
rogative that Heaven hath allowed to Kings, or any other Gover-- 
nors. What's more than this, derives its Origin from ſome other 
place. That Power which men of your Principles allow to Kings, 
puts them in the moſt dangerous condition that can be, and ſets them 
| upon a Precipice, from whence they muſt unavoidably break their = 
| necks. This Ambition of Princes of old, made Juvenal ſay, _— 
Sine Cæde & Sanguine Pauci 3. : 14 
8 Deſcendunt Reges, & ſicca morte Tyrann. 6 = 
- Plato and Ariſtotle, who had nothing but human Reaſon to direct 14 
: them, had a much better Idea of the nature of Government than you . 
e Court bred Chriſtians. They could tell us that there was no ſurer . 
r Characteriſtic to diſtinguiſh a King from a Tyrant, than that the for- 
- mer ſought the Common Good, and the latter his own Pleaſure and Profit. '% 
e And as to the burden of Government, Cornelius Tacitus, an able Stateſ- 10 
y man and Hiſtorian, owns it, when he ſays, Neſcit quam grave & in- 
E tolerandum fit cuncta regendi onus, 1 ot 
n Even in Limited Governments, fuch as you have heard that of 
iſrael to have been, you find that the beſt and wiſeſt of Kings, David 
d and Solomon, could not exerciſe their Power with Moderation, but were 
ne guilty of ſeveral Acts of groſs Tyranny; therefore you have no rea- 
in | fon to think it hard that wiſe Nations ſhould put it out of the power 
to | of their Kinzs to tara Tyrants. 1 have told you already that 


„ 

the Lord Chancellor Forteſcue own'd that there was ſuch Wiſdom in 
the Conduct of our Anceſtors; and if we don't improve the oppor- 
tunity of putting the next foreign Succeſſor under ſuch Limitations 
as may ſecure our Conſtitution, we ſhall make our ſelves unworthy to 

bear the Name of their Poſterity. . | | 
For your Queſtion, What Prince will accept our Crown upon ſuch 
conditions? the Kingdom of England may reaſonably give the ſame 
anſwer that rich Fortunes give their ſtingy Sweet-hearts, that if they 
will not make them ſuch a Settlement in conſideration of their Por- 
tion, they may let them alone. The greateſt Tory among you, 
when he has a Daughter to diſpoſe of, will take care to have a Dowry 
anſwerable to her Fortune, or Sir James and Sir John ſhall go without 
her. Could we but prevail with theſe Prerogative Sparks to be as 
juſt to their Country as to their own Families, we ſhould not be trou- 
bled with theſe Objections. If the Prince upon whom we devolve 
our Crown, does not think it worth his while to grant us ſuch Secu- 
rity, that none of its Jewels ( I mean the Priviledges of the People) 
ſhall be imbezled, I am of the Opinion that it will not be worth while 
to court ſuch a Governor. Breda Declarations in view of a Crown 
are like fair Promiſes made to a rich Lady by an extravagant Gallant, 
which are quickly forgot when once he's in poſſeſſion ; and therefore 
ſince it's in the nature of all men, but more eſpecially of Princes, to 
promiſe more than ever they perform, or may be ever deſign'd, we 
cannot be blam'd to inſiſt upon Conditions enough, that we may be 
the better able to diſpenſe with the Breach of ſome of em, which 
we may very well lay our Account with, except the German Line 
prove better than the Scors Line. r c c 
The Elector of Saxony (continued my Friend) is a much greater 
Prince than the Duke of Hanover, and yet you fee he was ambitious 
of wearing the Grown of a Commonwealth clogg'd with heavier 
Conditions than any | have propos'd, tho that Crown cannot deſcend 
to his Poſterity. Then certainly the Crown of England, which is in- 
finitely more valuable in it ſelf than that of Poland, beſides its being 
hereditary by our Conſtitution, deſerves at leaſt as good Conditions 
as the Crown of Poland; tho I believe all good Engliſhmen will be fa- 
tisfied with leſs. But becauſe lam weary of Talking, I will tell you 
my opinion of the whole in a word, That whatever the Parliament 
does in the matter, it becomes you and | and all loyal Subjects to ac- 
quieſce in; the better Terms they make, the better it will be for 
them and us too; and come which way it will, we ſhall have Neigh- 
bour fare. We may talk without Doors, but they muſt determine 
within Doors; yet I hope care will be taken, if a Succeſſor be _— 
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to prevent people's going-officiouſly to Court the Riſing Sun; That 


can have no other effect but to create Jealouſies in thoſe that are in 


poſſeſſion; and perhaps if there be no reſtraints laid in the way, ſome 
Paraſites may make their court to the next foreign Succeſſor, by teach- 
ing them how to overturn our Conſtitution, as Tome are charged 


have taught King James I. the ſmart of which we feel to this very ele 
I replied, that Years I perceived bred Caution as well as Covetouſ- 
neſs; and I ſhould be glad to hear from ſich a cautious man as him- 
ſelf, what he thought might be the iſſue, if we ſhould neither agree up- 
on Conditions nor Perſon. He anſwer'd, You cannot þe very. appre- 
henſive of any ſudden iſſue either good or bad, ſince you juſt now tole 
me that my Speculations were remote, becauſe we ha 
in the Entail. The beſt thing we can do is to pray and. take care 
that thoſe Lives may be long continued, to take ſuch Methods at pre- 


y ſecure our Liberties for the future , and to truſt God with 
Ay but (ſaid I) what if they ſhould both die bach 


rea Sig flor 


be pitched on, will not that expoſe ũs to the Attacks of tlie French, 


in ſupport of the pretended Prince of Wales Title? He anſwered, 
the beſt way to prevent that is to join with the Emperor and other 


Princes of Europe to bring France to ſuch a Condition as. ſhe;ſhall, not 


be able to effect it; for if you let that opportunity un all 
the Precautions you can take will not be ahle to keep out his pre- 
tended Highneſs, but that you muſt ſubmit to him by Force or Fraud: 
This is very like to be the Caſe, if Lewis XIV. don't think fit, as he 
has made one of his Grand ſons K. of Spain, to make another of. them 
K. of Great Britain; and be which of *em it Wilt, it's Ul 0 re, they.mpſt 
Rel on,” Therefdrel ink, 
ſince as you ſay we have two Lives in the Entait againſt a Foreign: Suc- 
ceſſor, and not 2 Months time in Entail againſt a Lac ge on; you 
Youngſters ſhould be for preferring the preſent Security of the Na- 
tion to the Settlement of the Crown; but if yqu can carry them on 
both together, without letting the one intertupt the other, gr doing 
that firſt; which ſhould be Jaſt, 1 Hive Hoping to Jay. aigſt it. 
for your mighty Fear of the want bf a Succefſor, 1 det think the dan- 
ger ſo very imminent: The two Perſons in the Entail are neither of 


them ſo old but they may ſtifl have Iſſue; or if they ſhould not, there's 


no fear that Three Crowns wil go a beggin „there will be enough 
to take them, and thank ye to6: That which you dr 
Plague, the Dutch and Swiſſels were forced to fight for as their cheif 
Happineſs, againſt the moſt potent Monarchies in Europe. If you ask 
them the danger of having no Heir to the Crown, they will tell you, 


would 
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* bij to God & he 1075 had been teich bey would never hove Bait 
ſo much 10500 and Treaſure to fight themſelves into Commonwealths 
under which ſort of —.— they are more happy and Afcarith- 
Tog than ever. they were before. Not, ſays he, that 1 am for * 
ing es hk e with any other in Europe; but this I 5 
tion to you. that What yau Tories and your Adherents fed 
4 Eurſe, ether ations. think not only ſupportable, but eligible: ſo 
that the worſt chat can Te Lan to _ if our Succeſſion | be not ſettle 
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Weste be 590 viſion, to march into any Part of his Majeſtz Do- 


minions; 0 tics 35 hectored them again by ſending down Forces 
to queſl their Redels z and to bring their Conventions & Parliaments 
| p Ay e 1.5 dee like Fools we have ſuffered our Monarchs to 
CET Fel for almoſt 1c Years; whilſt WEE 

195 a oy 118 ts for, want of Brains; for had it' been other wi 
ld have Beni ible of i it before now;and conſequently have ta- 
1259 care to preyent ĩt: and this (ſaid he) amongſt other things is one of 
the great Bleſlings we hape enſoyeg by à Foreign Succe ſfor, without 
ing to previous ,Tergjs —— dq He added, that he did' not 
e what 8 e fs ve tg us for want of a Succeffdt, than 
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have been fu bl bel ic, hey were not tod buſy in that matter. 

I replied, B 3 when the Natipns are left without'a Head, they: are 
vet a Fön se ion to re ful; een ae of Wales, 
and others. 92 al W Fe Ther o lang ay wave Farlfateints, v 
kan never want bee dee ee 9880 
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any Succeſſor before the Meeting of that Parliament on pain of Hi 


Treaſon; that the Adminiſtration during the Interval be in the Name 


of the Kingdom;and whenever the Parliament meets,we have no rea- 


fon to doubt of having our Government taken care of. It's well 


enough known what Engliſp Parliaments are capable of doing againſt 
foreign Invaders or domeſtick Oppreſſors ; ſo that I think our Fears 
on that head need not diſturb our quiet. | | 

I know no reaſon why King William and the Princeſs ſhould be 
fond of ſeeing their Coffins, no more than Queen Elisabeth was of 
ſeeing hers, as ſhe ſignified to Mary Queen of Scots, when ſhe preſſed 
to be declared her Succeſſor. We had as wiſe Counſellors in that 
Reign as any we have had ſince, and therefore have no reaſon to be a- 
ſham'd of the Precedent. But to ſhutup all, I ſay now as I ſaid before, 
that the King and Parliament's Determination muſt conclude you and 


me and every man elſe : and I aſſure you for my part, I ſhall heartily 


ſubmit to it, and pray that Heaven may preſide in their Councils. _ 
lf they be of the mind that the Settlement of the Succeſſion is neceſ- 
ſary to obviate the Deſigns of thoſe who by fraudulent Contrivances 


would bring us to accept of the pretended Prince of Wales, he does 


not deſerve the Name of a Proteſtant, that will not venture his Life and 
Eſtate to ſtand by them in ſo Good a Cauſe : But this does not hinder 
that we ſhould take all ncedful Precautions for the ſafety of the King 
and Piinceſs, that we ſhould make very good terms with the Perſon 
we chuſe; that we ſhould deſire the concurrence of our Neigh- 
bours,who are equally concern'd, and that we ſhould make a narrow 
enquiry into the Religion of our future King; for Religion is now 
become ſo cheap it ſeems even amongſt Proteſtant Princes, that the 
firſt Proteſtant Elector hath barter'd his for a Crown of Thorns, and 
not made half ſo good a bargain for his Conſcience as Eſau made 
for his birthright. We have the more reaſon to be ſuſpitious and 
inquiſitive in this matter, that we were for many years impos'd up- 
on by our two laſt Princes, and look'd upon both of *em to be very 
good Proteſtants, whilſt they were ſapping the foundation of our 


Religion and Liberties. May the great God of Heaven and Earth 
deliver us from any more ſuch Miſtakes. 


This is the ſubſtance of the Converſation that I had with our 


Friend, which I leave you to make what uſe of you think fit. I am, 


8 


March 34. - Your Humble Servant. 
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